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NGO faces harassment, eviction in Guangdong

By Guo Kai An NGO in Shenzhen, Guang- dong Province, which is dedi- cated to protecting the rights of
migrant workers, is in a fight to survive after 1t was evicted and local civil affairs authorities

re- fuse to register it.

Su Yuan, head of the Xiaoxi- aocao Advisory Center, told the Global Times that the property owner
surnamed Deng can- celled their three-year lease signed in May last year on the property on Langxin

Road in Shiyan township.

Deng told the Global Times that she needs the place for her own company. “I have looked around

Shiyan for a place, but the rent is high, and I decided to take my place back. I’ ve com- pensated

them.” Su said she was hoping the city would support her work with migrant workers, but now she
it has harassed her group.

feels

After the NGO tried to resist the eviction, they were visited by officials from various agen- cies.

Fire officials found the workplace did not conform to code and could be liable for a 320,000-yuan

($50,144) fine that was never issued.

Liang Xiaozhu from Shi- yan work safety office, told the Global Times that since March, the township

has cracked down on fire hazards.

“Other places around our center like convenience stores don’ t meet fire codes either,” Su said,

adding that the tax office is also investigating her NGO.
Seven NGOs were evicted in Guangdong in the first half of this year.
Su’ s center was first regis- tered with officials when it was set up in 2003.

When the NGO tried to register as a non-profit organi- zation at the local civil affairs bureau

in

May, Su was told they did not meet the criteria and that a community service cen- ter already exists

and another would be a waste of resources.

Source: Wisers electronic service. The copyright of this content is owned by the relevant media organization / copyright owner.
reproduction, adaptation, distribution or dissemination of this content without express authorization is strictly prohibited.
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Guangdong shuts down at least seven labour NGOs

Guangdong authorities have shut down at least seven Shenzhen non-governmental groups that
advocate for the rights of migrant workers.

Veteran labour-rights activists have described the five-month crackdown as unprecedented.

Ironically, authorities have pledged that the province will be the mainland's first to ease
registration requirements for NGOs from July 1.

Several activists told the South China Morning Post that they were evicted from their offices
after their landlords were pressured by officials who conducted frequent checks of the facilities.

Mainland labour-rights NGOs often report of harassment from the authorities, who fear that foreign-
funded and lobbying groups could organise large-scale strikes, incite protests or trigger social
unrest.

Zhang Zhiru , director of the Shenzhen Spring Breeze Labour Disputes Service Centre, said he had
rented the seven NGO offices that were shut down.

They include the Yuandian Worker Service Centre, the Shenzhen Migrant Worker Centre, the Green
Grass Worker Service Centre, the Times Female Worker Service Centre, the Little Grass Workers' Home
and another labour NGO in Longgang district that declined to be named.

Our office was the first to be closed in February, only three months after we moved to a new
location in the outskirts of Baoan district, Zhang told the Post.

The landlord demolished our signboard and suspended our water and power supply even though we had
signed a three-year contract and paid enough rent. It's ironic that authorities said publicly that
they would take a more open-minded approach to NGOs, and meanwhile they were conducting a widespread
crackdown on us.

Zhang said his office mainly provided legal aid to migrant workers with labour disputes.

Chen Mao , an NGO worker with the 13-year-old Shenzhen Migrant Worker Centre, said he was shocked
at the magnitude of the crackdown.

Our office was forced to shut down in May, he told the Post. In the past, most harassment and
retaliation [against us] came from employers who were angry because of our work in upholding migrant
workers' rights. I have never seen such a large-scale clampdown from authorities in our centre's
history.

Chen, who petitioned Shenzhen authorities last month to find out why the closure was ordered, said
his landlord had frequently been harassed by local officials since November. He would not speculate
on the reasons behind the crackdown, but said he did not think i1t was because the authorities were
afraid of social unrest sparked by migrant workers before the next party congress.

Shenzhen officials told me that all NGOs in the province are still required to find a government
department to act as a sponsor before they are able to register. They said they had not received any
orders from the provincial government to ease registration controls, he said.

<u>fiona.tam@scmp.com</u> Copyright (c) 2012. South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights
reserved.
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GUANGDONG SHUTS DOWN AT
LEAST SEVEN LABOUR NGOs

Guangdong shuts down at least seven labour NGOs

Provincial authorities evict from their offices groups that advocate for the rights
of migrant workers despite pledge to ease registration requirements

fiona.tam@scmp.com

Guangdong authorities have shut
down at least seven Shenzhen
non-governmental groups that
advocate for the rights of migrant
workers.

Veteran labour-rights activists
have described the five-month crack-
down as unprecedented.

Ironically, authorities have
pledged that the province will be the
mainland’s first to ease registration
requirements for NGOs from

July 1.

Several activists told the South
China Morning Post that they were
evicted from their offices after their
landlords were pressured by officials
who conducted frequent checks of
the facilities.

Mainland labour-rights NGOs
often report of harassment from the
authorities, who fear that foreign-
funded and lobbying groups could
organise large-scale strikes, incite
protests or trigger social unrest.

Zhang Zhiru (38&1®), director of
the Shenzhen Spring Breeze Labour
Disputes Service Centre, said he had
rented the seven NGO offices that
were shut down,

They include the Yuandian Work-
er Service Centre, the Shenzhen Mi-
grant Worker Centre, the Green Grass
Worker Service Centre, the Times Fe-
male Worker Service Centre, the Lit-
tle Grass Workers’ Home and an-
other labour NGO in Longgang dis-
trict that declined to be named.

“Our office was the first to be
closed in February, only three
months after we moved to a new lo-
cation in the outskirts of Baoan dis-
trict,” Zhang told the Post.

“The landlord demolished our
signboard and suspended our water
and power supply even though we
had signed a three-year contract and

paid enough rent. It's ironic that
authorities said publicly that they
would take a more open-minded ap-
proach to NGOs, and meanwhile
they were conducting a widespread
crackdown on us.”

Zhang said his office mainly pro-
vided legal aid to migrant workers
with labour disputes.

Chen Mao (M7%), an NGO worker
with the 13-year-old Shenzhen Mi-
grant Worker Centre, said he was

shocked at the magnitude of the .

crackdown.

"Our office was forced to shut
down in May,” he told the Post. “In
the past, most harassment and retali-
ation [againstus] came from employ-
ers who were angry because of our
work in upholding migrant workers’
rights. I have never seen such a large-

scale clampdown from authorities in
our centre’s history.”

Chen, who petitioned Shenzhen
authoritieslastmonthto find out why
the closure was ordered, said his
landlord had frequently been ha-
rassed by local officials since Novem-
ber. He would not speculate on the
reasons behind the crackdown, but
said he did not think it was because
the authorities were afraid of social
unrest sparked by migrant workers
before the next party congress.

“Shenzhen officials told me that
all NGOs in the province are still re-
quired to find a government depart-
ment to act as a sponsor before they
are able to register. They said they
had not received any orders from the
provincial government to ease regis-
tration controls,” he said.
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Crackdown forces seven Shenzhen NGOs to close

A five-month crackdown by Guangdong authorities described by labour rights activists as
unprecedented has resulted in the closing of at least seven Shenzhen non-governmental groups involved

in protecting the rights of migrant workers. Activists have told of being evicted from offices by
landlords pressured by officials. China A6

Exchange Fund to cast wider net to lift returns

Stung by a HK$6.3 billion second-quarter investment loss resulting from the effect on global markets
of the deepening of the euro-zone crisis, the Exchange Fund plans to cast a wider net, with more
money going into property and yuan-based products. The fund earned HK$38.1 billion in the first half,
down 17.9 per cent on a year earlier. Business Bl

Dad's advice for HKU's youngest student - 14

Stay up to date with entertainment news, follow the goings-on of celebrities and play video games.
That's how Ng Sai-keung suggests his 14-year-old son Joseph can ease the process of making friends on
campus following his admission as the University of Hong Kong's youngest student. City Cl
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A five-month crackdown by
Guangdong authorities described by
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unprecedented has resulted in the
closing of at least seven Shenzhen
non-governmental groups involved
in protecting the rights of migrant
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pressured by officials. > CHINA A6
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Stung by a HK$6.3 billion second-
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ing into property and yuan-based |
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Stay up to date with entertainment
news, follow the goings-on of
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his 14-year-old son Joseph can ease
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campus following his admission as
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